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A step-by-step buying guide to help you

find your next refrigerator.
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Pre-Shopping Considerations

Before you start shopping there are two main things you need to consider:

(1) What kind of space do you have to work with in your kitchen?
Refrigerators are not one size fits all. You want to make measurements for the following 3
areas:

« The Maximum Size of Your Fridge Opening: It's important to know the height, width
& depth of the opening. The size of the opening will determine the types of selections
available to you. Common sizes are 30” and 36".

- Available Space for Your Door Swing: This is very important! If your refrigerator is
placed next to a wall or across from an island you want to make sure you will be able to
fully open the doors. Refrigerators between cabinets or next to a wall need at least 2”
space on either side. There are some high-end refrigerators with “true flush” hinges
which don’t stick out when you open the doors but most will require the extra space.

» The Size of Your Kitchen Entrance: Not being able to get your new fridge into the
kitchen is a nightmare. You want to make sure that you have plenty of clearance on the
stairs, if you have them, and on the door going into the kitchen, as well as the home.

*Also keep in mind that refrigerators need about one inch of clearance on all sides
to prevent overheating.
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Pre-Shopping Considerations

Before you start shopping there are two main things you need to consider:

(2) What kind of cook/shopper are you?

In addition to space ability, another very important factor to drive your decision
is your storage need. You want to make sure you get a fridge with the right capacity and
interior configurations for your lifestyle.

- Once-a-week shoppers tend to require maximum capacity, while daily market
shoppers need less shelf space but moreproduce drawers.

- Entertainers need to maximize shelf areas to fit large party trays and flexible door
shelving to hold bottled drinks.

- If you like to use the freezer make sure you pay close attention to the storage
configurations. Look at the division of space between the fridge and the freezer and
the inner layout of the freezer itself. Like frozen pizza? Make sure the box will fit,
particularly on a Side-by-Side model.
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